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Abstract M arine catbonate rocks are usually form ed on neritic continental shelf where sea water evaporates fu-
riously living organisn flourishes and Eh and pH values change easily Turbulent seaw aterw ith its high oxygen
content destroys the soft parts of dead organign and fom s carbonate rocks w ith low -abundance and low grade or
ganic m atters W orldw idg carbonate rocksw ith TOC less than 0. 2% and kerogen type of IIl or I , are canmon

It is therefore concluded that pure catbonates can not serve as effective source rocks TheTOC of catbonate rocks
increases as the shale content becanes bigger and only a small anount of marls w ith TOC larger than 0. 5%

may be effective source rocks

Key words neritic continental shelf abundance of organicm atter kerogen type effective source rock deposr

tional setting marine catbonate rock
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Fig. 1 Distrbution of catbonates in the modem sea
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Table 1 Lithology and abundance of organic matter of the Pingliang Fom ation at western margin of the O rdos Basin
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